


Work goes on under the Italian coordination with 8 other EU Member States (except Portugal, 
all bordering the Mediterranean): Cyprus, Croatia, France, Greece, Malta, Slovenia, Spain and - 
since July 2014 – also Portugal. !e process is supported and facilitated by the European 
Commission (DG R&I, DG MARE, DG JRC). 



 

The	
  Strategic	
  Research	
  and	
  Innova3on	
  
Agenda	
  has	
  been	
  recently	
  updated	
  by	
  
the	
  Strategic	
  Board	
  of	
  the	
  BLUEMED	
  

Ini3a3ve	
  in	
  April	
  2017	
  



Valle%a	
  Declara*on	
  on	
  Strengthening	
  Euro-­‐Mediterranean	
  
Coopera*on	
  through	
  Research	
  and	
  Innova*on	
  

4	
  May	
  2017	
  Valle-a	
  (Malta) 

	
  We	
  VALUE	
  	
  the	
  work	
  performed	
  by	
  the	
  countries	
  in	
  the	
  Western	
  Mediterranean	
  and	
  the	
  
Adria3c	
  and	
  Ionian	
  Region	
  that	
  aim	
  at	
  a	
  joint	
  and	
  common	
  defini3on	
  of	
  research	
  

priori3es	
  and	
  WELCOME	
  	
  the	
  efforts	
  pursued	
  by	
  the	
  European	
  Commission	
  and	
  the	
  
Maltese	
  Presidency	
  of	
  the	
  Council	
  of	
  the	
  EU	
  to	
  include	
  other	
  member	
  countries	
  

of	
  the	
  UfM	
  in	
  the	
  implementa3on	
  of	
  the	
  BLUEMED	
  ini3a3ve	
  on	
  a	
  voluntary	
  basis.	
  To	
  this	
  
aim,	
  we	
  CALL	
  	
  for	
  support	
  to	
  maintain	
  an	
  open	
  dialogue	
  between	
  key	
  stakeholders	
  to	
  
develop	
  joint	
  sub-­‐regional	
  and	
  regional	
  approaches	
  towards	
  ac3ons	
  suppor3ng	
  the	
  

implementa3on	
  of	
  the	
  BLUEMED	
  ini3a3ve	
  
	
  

We	
  ACKNOWLEDGE	
  	
  the	
  poten3al	
  of	
  research	
  and	
  innova3on	
  communi3es	
  across	
  the	
  
Euro-­‐Mediterranean	
  area	
  to	
  maximise	
  exis3ng	
  and	
  future	
  opportuni3es	
  and	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  
the	
  most	
  appropriate	
  instruments	
  suppor3ng	
  the	
  implementa3on	
  of	
  the	
  BLUEMED	
  

ini3a3ve.	
  



Consolidate	
  and	
  update	
  the	
  	
  SRIA,	
  with	
  a	
  more	
  precise	
  specifica3on	
  and	
  priori3za3on	
  of	
  
the	
  challenges	
  and	
  related	
  ac3ons	
  

Iden3fy	
  and	
  define	
  key	
  framework	
  condi3ons	
  for	
  the	
  SRIA	
  implementa3on,	
  such	
  as	
  tools	
  
and	
  metrics	
  to	
  select	
  priori3es,	
  perform	
  risk	
  analysis	
  and	
  monitor	
  the	
  implementa3on	
  
process,	
  addressing	
  a	
  roadmap	
  for	
  the	
  deployment	
  of	
  Research	
  Infrastructures	
  (RIs),	
  

assessing	
  data	
  policies	
  and	
  improving	
  strategies	
  for	
  human	
  resources	
  in	
  the	
  ‘blue’	
  careers	
  
perspec3ve	
  	
  

Establish	
  a	
  detailed	
  and	
  realis3c	
  Implementa3on	
  Plan	
  of	
  the	
  SRIA,	
  to	
  be	
  developed	
  
together	
  and	
  from	
  the	
  beginning	
  with	
  na3onal	
  research	
  funders	
  and	
  all	
  stakeholders	
  

concerned.	
  This	
  Implementa3on	
  Plan	
  will	
  iden3fy	
  and	
  address,	
  in	
  par3cular,	
  key	
  barriers	
  
and	
  boXlenecks,	
  showing	
  where	
  and	
  how	
  research	
  and	
  innova3on	
  can	
  bring	
  crucial	
  added	
  

value	
  to	
  Blue	
  Growth	
  in	
  the	
  area	
  

Support	
  and	
  facilitate	
  the	
  coopera3on	
  and	
  coordina3on	
  firstly	
  among	
  Member	
  States	
  
and	
  then	
  in	
  all	
  the	
  Mediterranean	
  countries,	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  promote	
  the	
  alignment	
  of	
  
Programmes	
  and	
  pooling	
  of	
  resources	
  and	
  investments	
  to	
  address	
  the	
  challenges	
  

iden3fied	
  in	
  the	
  BLUEMED	
  SRIA.	
  This	
  will	
  not	
  only	
  enhance	
  the	
  cost-­‐efficiency	
  of	
  the	
  
investments	
  in	
  marine	
  and	
  mari3me	
  research,	
  innova3on	
  and	
  technology	
  but	
  it	
  will	
  

reduce	
  dras3cally	
  fragmenta3on	
  and	
  duplica3on	
  of	
  efforts	
  



Key sectorial 
enablers in the 
Mediterranean 	
  

Enabling technology 
and capacity creation 

for the Mediterranean  	
  

Key enabling 
knowledge for the 

Mediterranean 	
  

Strategic	
  Research	
  and	
  Innova*on	
  Agenda	
  



Mediterranean sea 
Ecosystems 

Mediterranean sea 
Dynamics 

Hazard and 
protection 

services, resources, vulnerability and resilience 
to natural and anthropogenic pressures 

developing services in the !led of sustainable 
adaptation and to climate change and plans 

for mitigation 

Coastal areas in the Mediterranean 



Innovative business 
based on marine 

bio-resources in the 
Mediterranean 

Ecosystem-based 
management of 

Mediterranean aquaculture 
and "sheries  

Sustainable tourism in 
the Mediterranean  

Maritime  clusters in 
the Mediterranean 

Maritime Spatial 
Planning  & 

Integrated Coastal 
Zone Management in 

the Mediterranean 



Smart,	
  greener	
  mari,me	
  transport	
  and	
  facili,es	
  in	
  the	
  
Mediterranean	
  	
  	
  

Observing	
  systems	
  and	
  opera,onal	
  oceanography	
  
capaci,es	
  in	
  the	
  Mediterranean	
  

Mul,-­‐purpose	
  off-­‐shore	
  pla=orms	
  in	
  the	
  Mediterranean	
  

Marine	
  and	
  costal	
  cultural	
  heritage	
  in	
  the	
  Mediterranean:	
  
discovering,	
  protec,ng	
  and	
  valuing	
  









…an	
  example	
  of	
  specific	
  ac*ons	
  
	
  for	
  each	
  specific	
  goal	
  



!e SRIA is a living document offering a toolbox for interested 
implementing bodies of the Mediterranean to facilitate their Research 
and Innovation programming cycles. It is designed to: 
 
q   allow for different types of R&I and political action to be taken at different levels, as regards 

geographical coverage, critical mass, joint funding, coordination of national/regional efforts or 
the use of EU instruments;  

q  involve relevant players and stakeholders of the area such as national ministries, regional 
authorities, international organizations, research infrastructure, academia, the private sector, 
and the general public. 

 
It can be implemented by:  
 
q  Joint actions, including coordinating, planning and programming research and 

innovation activities;  
q  Bilateral/multilateral R&I initiatives and programming actions.  




